
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Well done to the two classes with the best attendance for the period 9.9.19 – 13.9.19. They are as 
follows: - 
************************************************************************************** 

Early Years & KS1 –2HB– 100%  KS2 –3AL – 100% 

Fantastic attendance figures, keep up the hard work!!  
 
School Photos 
Just to remind you that Academy photography will be coming in to school next Thursday, 26th September 
to take individual photographs of the children. If there are also siblings in the school from Nursery up to 
Year 6, we will take a photo of them together as well. If your child has younger siblings, you can bring 
them in for a group photograph before school starts, simply come to the office from 8:10am where there 
will be a queuing system in the corridor leading to the KS2 hall. 
The photograph proofs will be returned to school within the week and will come home with your child. 
To make it easier for parents, Academy Photography have now given parents the option to order on-line. 
All the instructions you need to do this will be in the pack when you receive it. Thank you. 
        
Dress down day for Oscar! 
On Thursday 10th October we are holding a non-uniform day for 
Oscar. Whilst Jemma’s son, Freddie was receiving his treatment for 
cancer in Birmingham Children’s hospital, he met Oscar. Oscar is 
suffering from an acute form of Leukaemia and following numerous 
treatments including chemotherapy and a bone marrow transplant, 
sadly the cancer has returned. The only chance he has of surviving 
this cruel disease is for his family to pay for some lifesaving 
treatment which isn’t currently available on the NHS. The treatment 

costs £500,000 and the family 
only have eight weeks to raise 
the money. His appeal has gone 
nationwide and the support they are receiving is truly fantastic. They 
have raised just over £100,000 but they still have much further to go. 
On the day, please send your child to school in non-uniform with a 
£1 donation for Oscar. If you would like to send in more, then you 
are more than welcome to do so.  Please bring your donations to the 
office or alternatively give them to your child’s class teacher. Let’s all 
work together to help Oscar and his family. A little can go a long way 
and if we all get behind this we can help to make a big difference. 
Thank you in advance for your support.  

 
September is children’s cancer month 
September is childhood cancer awareness month so we are selling 
golden ribbon badges, in a variety of designs to support the Golden 
Ribbon Appeal. If you would like a badge, simply bring a £1 to the 
office and choose your design. The money will be forwarded to the 
appeal once we have sold all the badges. 
We only have a few left so come in soon to avoid disappointment  
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Macmillan coffee afternoon 
We are pleased to announce that we will be holding our annual Macmillan Coffee 
‘afternoon’ this year on Monday 30th September. This year we have decided to host 
the event at the end of the day as we understand that it is sometimes tricky for parents 
to come to school in the middle of the day. We will set up the KS1 hall so parents can 
go straight in to the hall after collecting their children. Children can be collected from their 
classrooms at 2:45pm then you can make your way to the hall to enjoy some cake and a drink 
before you go home.  
Nursery will enjoy a drink and a cake in the Nursery setting before they go home for any parents who 
can attend. Any parents who can make it, please come to Nursery at 11:15am. 
We would be grateful for any cake donations you can be provide us with. Shop brought cakes can be 
brought in the week before and homemade cakes on the day  
 We know that this is an event that is close to many peoples' hearts and most people have been affected 
by cancer in one way or another. We really hope that you will attend and support us with this event. All 
money raised will be forwarded on to this very worthwhile cause 
 
Toast 
I am thrilled to announce that we will be serving toast again to children in Year 1-6 at morning break from 
next Monday. Two of our parents have kindly volunteered their time which is great news, thank you. 
Year 1 & 2 children – If your child would like a slice of toast, simply send your child to school on Monday 
with 10p and give it to the teacher on duty who will make a list. The toast will be taken to them in time 
for morning break for them to enjoy. 
Year 3-6 – Again, if your child would like some toast, it costs 10p a slice (maximum of 2 slices) Children 
will buy their toast from the hall at morning break where we normally serve tuck shop from. 
Children who have allergies and other dietary requirements will be catered for   
Toast won’t be served on Monday 30th September 
 
Facebook 
We have set up a brand new school Facebook page. Because it’s quite new, it may not be easy to find but 
the more things we post on to it and the more people who like the page, the more recognisable it will 
become. To find it, simply search for Norton Canes Primary Academy. The old page is still there but the 
one you are looking for has a picture of children sitting in the hall with their hands up and lots of new 
posts. 
As you know, we regularly ask you to complete a permission letter giving us permission to use your child’s 
image to be used on the internet. This can be our public website and Twitter accounts. Whilst the one we 
hold covers internet based sights, we are sending out a new one that is a little more specific. Please 
return these to the office as soon as possible. Rest assured, if the permissions letter we currently hold 
DOESN’T give permission for your child’s image to be used on the internet, their photo will not be put on 
Facebook.  
 
Holidays in Term Time 
The number of holiday requests received already this year is high.  We do understand and appreciate that 
holidays during term time may be cheaper but ultimately missing 1 to 2 weeks schooling means your child 
potentially has a large gap in their learning and misses out on key social time with their peers.  
We will be meeting with parents individually again if their child was a persistent absentee last year 
(attendance less than 90%) to continue to support an improvement in their attendance.  
Staffs County Council will fine parents who take their children on holiday for 5 days or more. Before 
booking a holiday in term time you must seek permission, school has a holiday request form, and please 
take the factors mentioned above into consideration and think of the possible repercussions. Thank you 
for your support with this.  
 
Free School Meals 
Now we have started the new school year, it is a good time to check if you are eligible for Free School 
Meals. This especially applies to children who have recently joined the school, especially in Reception.  



Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are eligible for Universal Free School Meals but the school will 
still receive extra money and benefits for children who are eligible to Income based Free School Meals.  
This means additional resources to support your child, including breakfast club access and some 
discounted school trips. 
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get 
free school meals. 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the phase of 
schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 
If you think you may be eligible simply visit  
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 
You will receive an instant answer when you apply which will be either a green tick or a red cross. If you 
received a green tick bring in confirmation to the office and we can record the entitlement straight away. 
Thank you. 
 
October is Walk to School Month! 
Every October is International Walk to School Month – an opportunity for children to join hundreds of 
thousands of pupils across the globe celebrating the walk to school.  
Staffordshire County Council are encouraging families to walk to school throughout October in order to 
improve health and fitness and help the environment; 

 Do you know that walking to school instead of driving can save a family up to £400 a year? 
 A 15-minute walk or cycle to and from school will provide your child with half of their 

recommended daily exercise. 
 Research has proven that children who walk to school are more alert in the classroom 
 Over a third of parents say that their walk to school is where they find the most out from their 

children. 
 
Piota – our new school app 
Our new school App, Piota is a fantastic way of being kept informed of things that are going 
in within the school. This has replaced our texting service and has proved to be really 
popular so far. Over 95% of people own a smartphone or tablet and Piota is free to 
download. If you haven’t already downloaded the app, please do so as soon as possible. 
Once the app has been downloaded, search Piota schools and type in Norton Canes 
Primary Academy. Once the app is up and running, click on the lock symbol in the top right hand corner 
and follow the instructions to register your device. 
Apart from the Newsletter, which in subsequent weeks will continue to be uploaded on to the website, 
this will be our only form of communication so it’s really important you download it and unlock it if you 
haven’t already done so. Thank you.  
 
Aldi 
Thank you to everyone has brought in stickers from Aldi, we are doing really well but still have a long way 
to go! 
Aldi have set up an initiative to get 1.2 million children eating healthier by 2020! 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


They are getting schools involved and providing learning 
materials to develop children’s understanding and love of 
fresh, healthy foods. 
Aldi have provided us with 2 large posters that will be 
situated in the KS2 office/library. Every time a member of 
our community spends £30 in Aldi they will be given a special Team GB athlete sticker. Simply bring these 
stickers to the school office where you can stick them on the sticker chart we have received from Aldi. 
There are 300 stickers to collect on each chart and once completed, if done so by 3rd November we may 
have the chance of winning £20,000! Please let all your family and friends know!! Thank you in advance 
for your support. 
  
Book People Book Bus 
I just wanted to let you know that we have booked The Book People Book Bus to come to school on 
Thursday 19th December. This is the same as the Book Fayre that we have previously held in school twice 
yearly, but instead of the books being on sale in the library, there will be a book bus in school all day.  
Parents will be able to visit the bus at the end of the day to buy competitively priced books for your 
children to enjoy or even for presents for Christmas!  Children will be able to visit the bus during the 
school day. We will send out leaflets to you closer to the time giving you an idea of books that will be on 
sale. 
 
Mrs. B. Hadley  
(Head Teacher) 
 

 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 26th September – Individual school photographs 

Thursday 3rd October – Teddy Bear’s Picnic – Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2 

Thursday 10th October – Dress down day for Oscar 

W/C 28th October – October half Term 

Monday 4th November – School opens 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


