
 

 

 

Dear Parent, 

Well done to the two classes with the best attendance for the period 1.10.18 – 5.10.18. They are as 
follows: - 
******************************************************************************* 

Early Years & KS1 – 2LH – 98.5%  KS2 –5AL – 99.6%  

Well done to both classes. Let’s keep going! 

 
Art extravaganza! 
We are very excited to show 
you our new school mural. I 
know a lot of you have been 
coming in to see the progress 
of it throughout the week as 
the children have been very 
excited about it indeed! 
Rory McCann is a very 
talented mural artist who 
mainly travels round schools to produce his wonderful art work. His aim is to use creativity to engage with 
young people and inspire broader horizons by linking in with student ambitions, school values and school 
topics. Our mural is linked to our motto “Nurture, Challenge, and Achieve” Hogwarts represents the 
children’s journey at school. The Beanstalk represents their learning journey, their hopes dream and 
aspirations which are caught by The BFG and absorbed into the Sea of Tranquility through the life choices 
in which they make. Truly beautiful I’m sure you’ll agree. We look forward to working with Rory again so 
watch this space! 
If you would like to see more of Rory’s work, please visit his website below; 
https://rorymccannmurals.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5/6 Football Competition 
This is an exciting time of year as this is when the inter school football competitions start with other local 
schools in the area. 
Next Wednesday some of our Year 5 & 6 girls will be competing against other local schools in a football 
competition at Rugeley Leisure centre. 
Just to remind the parents of the children taking part that they need to bring long socks, shorts, shin pads 
and football boots (no studs) and we will provide the school T-shirt. It is advisable that they bring a drink, 
a snack, warm clothing and a waterproof coat as well. We will let you know how they get on next week 
but would like to take this opportunity to wish them the best of luck. 
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Harvest Festival 
This year’s Harvest Festival is fast approaching and plans are well under way to celebrate it in school. Only 
the children in KS1 will be taking part this year and their Harvest celebrations will take place on; 
Thursday 18th October (9:30 a.m.) – Year 1 & 2 only – KS1 Hall 
Our nominated charity will be the local Women’s refuge. If you would like to send food donations, 
preferably tinned items in date, or more traditional baskets of fruit, they would be gratefully received. 
Items of fresh food should be brought in to school no earlier than Wednesday 17th October and taken to 
the KS1 hall.  
If you wish to join us in our celebrations, numbers are limited to 2 per family due to Health & Safety 
and our Fire Regulations.  
I would like to also extend the request for food donations to the rest of the school as well. I know that 
many parents like to send in these traditional donations as they are given to such a wonderful cause. 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Year 5/6 Fantastic Finish 
This half term the children in Year 5 & 6 have been learning about Africa. As part of their topic the 
children will be learning how to play African drums next week. Next Thursday 18th October we are 
inviting parents in from 2:30pm to showcase what the children have been learning and to show off some 
of their drumming skills. We hope you can make it!  
 
Cooking on the camp fire! 
This half term we have been fortunate enough to practise 
our fire lighting skills and revisit fire safety. Over the last 
couple of weeks, we have had marshmallows, hot fruit 
parcels, hotdogs and noodles. 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
sent in their 50p 
donations for 
our Forest 
School treats. If 
everyone 
donates one 50p a half term it enables us to cook regularly 
and all children get to experience outdoor cooking. We are 
looking forward to hot chocolate and a few more surprises in 
weeks to come. 

Photos 
We handed out the school photos last week and I’m sure you are very pleased with the results. Just to 
remind parents that if you want to order a photo, please ensure all orders and full payment is returned to 
the office by the next Monday morning, 15.10.18. Thank you. 
 
Roman Day in Year 3 & 4 
Next Monday, 15th October a specialised Roman company will be 
coming in to school to work with the children in Years 3 & 4 and 
have a fun packed day in conjunction with their current topic 
“The Romans”. 
This company have been to school before and are brilliant, they 
really bring the topic to life and show children how life used to be 
back in Roman times! The children will have the opportunity to 
try on traditional Roman dress, take part in Spear Drills and learn 
about the Roman bath equipment they used to use. The children 
will also learn how to make a “Tortoise Shell”. The Romans were famous for winning their battles and one 
of the reasons for this is the way they held their shields together making the shape of a tortoise shell. 
If you haven’t already paid for this event, please log on to Parent pay and do so before Monday. 
Please note: Children will not be required to dress up on this day  



Diary Dates 

Monday 15th October – Years 3 & 4 Roman Day 

Thursday 18th October – Harvest Festival for the children in KS1 

Thursday 18th October – Year 5 & 6 Fantastic Finish – 2:30pm 

Monday 29th October – Friday 2nd November – Half Term 

Monday 5th November – Inset Day (school closed to pupils) 

Thursday 8th November – Early Years Open Afternoon 

Friday 9th November – Remembrance Service 

Tuesday 13th November – Flu Immunisation for Reception to 

Year 5 

Wednesday 14th November – Parents Evening (till 7pm) 

Thursday 15th November – Parents Evening (till 5pm) 

Friday 16th November – Children in Need 

Friday 7th December – Christmas Fayre 

 

 

 

 

 
October is Walk to School Month! 
Staffordshire County Council are encouraging families to walk to school throughout October in order to 
improve health and fitness and help the environment; 

 Do you know that walking to school instead of driving can save a family up to £400 a year? 
 A 15-minute walk or cycle to and from school will provide your child with half of their 

recommended daily exercise. 
 Research has proven that children who walk to school are more alert in the classroom 
 Over a third of parents say that their walk to school is where they find the most out from their 

children. 
Join us throughout October and support this campaign  
 
Any volunteers? 
We have some volunteer vacancies in school for the following roles; 
Tea/coffee making for the Awards assembly each Friday 
Making toast for the children in Years 1-6 for morning break – Monday morning. We have had a 
volunteer to offer to make the toast but could really do with another person. 
If anyone is interested in helping us in one of these roles, please see Mrs Watkins in the office who will 
collate a list. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Holidays in Term Time 
The number of holiday requests received already this year is very high.  We do understand and appreciate 
that holidays during term time may be cheaper but ultimately missing 1 to 2 weeks schooling means your 
child potentially has a large gap in their learning and misses out on key social time with their peers.  
We will be meeting with parents individually again if their child was a persistent absentee last year 
(attendance less than 90%) to continue to support an improvement in their attendance.  
Staffs County Council will fine parents who take their children on holiday for 5 days or more. Before 
booking a holiday in term time you must seek permission, school has a holiday request form, and please 
take the factors mentioned above into consideration and think of the possible repercussions. Thank you 
for your support with this.  
 
School App  
We are extremely excited to inform you we now have a school app.  Using your mobile phone apps, 
search for Piota for schools and Norton Canes Primary Academy.  We will use the app to share 
information with you and keep you updated with what is happening in schools. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs K. Amos 
(Headteacher) 

 

 

  


