
 

 

 

Dear Parent, 

Well done to the two classes with the best attendance for the period 24.9.18 – 28.9.18. They are as 
follows: - 
******************************************************************************* 

Early Years & KS1 – 2LH – 98.5%  KS2 –5AL – 98.8%  

Well done to both classes. Let’s keep going! 

Macmillan coffee afternoon – Great British Bake off! 
A big thank you again to everyone who came along to the Macmillan coffee event on 
Monday. It was lovely to see so many people and thank you again for all the lovely 
cake donations. 
Mrs Tromans, one of our long serving helpers within the school came along to judge our 
“Great British Bake off” inspired competition. She had a very difficult job as all the home-made 
cakes were beautiful and very individual indeed. 
In 2nd place we had Hayden and Elicia Horton and in joint 1st place were Lewis & Tayler Pierce and Freddie 
Smith in Nursery. Well done to everyone who took part, the entries were amazing. 
A big thank you also to Mrs Horton who made a beautiful celebration cake which we decided to raffle off. 
The lucky winner of this stunning cake was Ava Billingham – well done  
We managed to raise £401.15 which is fantastic. Thank you again for your generous support. 
 
Teddy Bears Picnic – Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. 
The children had a lovely time at their Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic this week. 
They enjoyed some tasty picnic food with their friends 
and it was lovely to see such a lovely range of their 
favourite teddies. We are looking forward to our next 
event. 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos 
We have handed out the school photos this week and I’m sure you are very pleased with the results. Just 
to remind parents that if you want to order a photo, please ensure all orders and full payment is returned 
to the office by the morning of 15.10.18. Thank you. 
If your child was absent on school photo day or your child’s picture wasn’t taken for whatever reason I 
just wanted to let you know that they will be coming back to school next Thursday, 11th October at 
1:30pm. 
 
Headlice 
We have cases of head lice in school at the moment.  We would like to try to keep on top of this problem, 
so would ask parents to be extra vigilant to protect everyone. Head lice can sometimes become resistant 
to treatments and there may be a new remedy to try on the market.     
 
It would be beneficial if children with longer hair had their hair tied back (in one or two plaits would be 

ideal!). 
 

Weekly Newsletter  

Friday 5th October 2018 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNCGlofPmcgCFYLFFAodNVQL5Q&url=http://www.assc.org.uk/events/teddy-bears-picnic/&psig=AFQjCNExgnZ2DkkvSs378_HRfC-zJw2Y5g&ust=1443525851067274


If your child has head lice, please let class teacher or the office staff know (in confidence) so that they can 
make other parents aware they should be checking their children’s hair. 
The only thing that really gets rid of head lice is good old fashioned elbow grease. 

 Buy a nit comb (they are available on prescription too) 
 Buy the biggest bottle of the cheapest hair conditioner you can find and use the wet combing 

method. 

This method is very safe. It is cheap and works well. All you need is your large bottle of hair conditioner, a 
nit comb and some time and patience. 

 Wash the hair with your usual shampoo 
 While the hair is wet, apply plenty of hair conditioner 
 Comb the hair using a fine nit comb. 

 Comb from the roots upwards 
 Check the comb for lice and clear them away after each sweep 
 Comb all your hair, a little at a time, carefully 

4. Repeat this every 3 days for 2 weeks to get rid of any newly hatched lice. 

With a little time and effort you can get rid of head lice safely, cheaply and without using any chemicals. 
 
Roman Day in Year 3 & 4 
On Monday 15th October a specialised Roman company will 
be coming in to school to work with the children in Years 3 & 
4 and have a fun packed day in conjunction with their 
current topic “The Romans”. 
This company have been to school before and are brilliant, 
they really bring the topic to life and show children how life 
used to be back in Roman times! The children will have the 
opportunity to try on traditional Roman dress, take part in 
Spear Drills and learn about the Roman bath equipment they 
used to use. The children will also learn how to make a 
“Tortoise Shell”. The Romans were famous for winning their battles and one of the reasons for this is the 
way they held their shields together making the shape of a tortoise shell. 
The payment for this visit is £7.50 and is on Parent pay for you to pay.  
Note; Children will not be required to dress up on this day  
 
Free School Meals 
Now we have started the new school year, it is a good time to check if you are eligible for Free School 
Meals. This applies to children who have recently joined the school, especially in Reception.  
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are eligible for Universal Free School Meals but the school will 
still receive extra money and benefits for children who are eligible to Income based Free School Meals.  
This means additional resources to support your child, including breakfast club access and some 
discounted school trips. 
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 income Support 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 



 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get 
free school meals. 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the phase of 
schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 
If you think you may be eligible simply visit  
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 
You will receive an instant answer when you apply which will be either a green tick or a red cross. If you 
received a green tick bring in confirmation to the office and we can record the entitlement straight away. 
Thank you. 
 
PTFA AGM meeting 8/10/18 
The PTFA will be holding their annual PTFA AGM meeting on Monday 8th October at 2pm. 
As always everyone is more than welcome to attend, especially if you are keen in playing an active role 
within the PTFA team. 
We always value the time that the PTFA ladies give in organising and preparing events for us and helping 
with the tea and coffee for Friday’s assembly. If anyone would like to become a member and get involved 
with our school events, please come to the office and let Mrs Watkins know. All support is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
October is Walk to School Month! 
Staffordshire County Council are encouraging families to walk to school throughout October in order to 
improve health and fitness and help the environment; 

 Do you know that walking to school instead of driving can save a family up to £400 a year? 
 A 15-minute walk or cycle to and from school will provide your child with half of their 

recommended daily exercise. 
 Research has proven that children who walk to school are more alert in the classroom 
 Over a third of parents say that their walk to school is where they find the most out from their 

children. 
Join us throughout October and support this campaign  
 
Any volunteers? 
We have some volunteer vacancies in school for the following roles; 
Tea/coffee making for the Awards assembly each Friday 
Making toast for the children in Years 1-6 for morning break – Monday morning. We have had a 
volunteer to offer to make the toast but could really do with another person. 
If anyone is interested in helping us in one of these roles, please see Mrs Watkins in the office who will 
collate a list. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Holidays in Term Time 
The number of holiday requests received already this year is very high.  We do understand and appreciate 
that holidays during term time may be cheaper but ultimately missing 1 to 2 weeks schooling means your 
child potentially has a large gap in their learning and misses out on key social time with their peers.  
We will be meeting with parents individually again if their child was a persistent absentee last year 
(attendance less than 90%) to continue to support an improvement in their attendance.  
Staffs County Council will fine parents who take their children on holiday for 5 days or more. Before 
booking a holiday in term time you must seek permission, school has a holiday request form, and please 
take the factors mentioned above into consideration and think of the possible repercussions. Thank you 
for your support with this.  
 
Texts 
We like to text parents to remind you of things to remember and also events that are taking place in 
school. I’m sure you’ll agree that it is really useful. 
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On the texts we send there is always a link highlighted that can enable you to download an app onto your 
phone for the messages to go to instead of a standard text in to your messages. 
A few parents have popped in stating that they aren’t receiving texts any more. On investigation it seems 
that the messages are going to the app but alerts haven’t been set up on the phone to alert you that  
 
there is a message in the app. To remedy this, simply go into settings on your phone to push alerts 
through to that particular app. If you experience any problems with this, pop to the office. Thank you. 
 
Keeping us up to date 
It is really important that you keep the school up to date if there are any changes in your circumstances, 
mainly contact numbers. 
If there is a change that effects where a child’s parents live we also need to know. With Parents Evening 
coming up it is our duty to ensure that all parents with responsibility are invited to Parents Evening and 
receive a copy of your child’s report. We will be sending out pupil update forms during the next week so  
this will be an opportunity for you to let us know if there have been any changes. In the meantime, just 
pop and see Mrs Watkins in the 
office. Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs K. Amos 
(Headteacher) 

 

 

  

Diary Dates 

Monday 15th October – Years 3 & 4 Roman Day 

Thursday 18th October – Harvest Festival for the children in 

Early Years and KS1 

Monday 29th October – Friday 2nd November – Half Term 

Monday 5th November – Inset Day (school closed to pupils) 

Thursday 8th November – Early Years Open Afternoon 

Friday 9th November – Remembrance Service 

Tuesday 13th November – Flu Immunisation for Reception to 

Year 5 

Wednesday 14th November – Parents Evening (till 7pm) 

Thursday 15th November – Parents Evening (till 5pm) 

Friday 16th November – Children in Need 

Friday 7th December – Christmas Fayre 

 

 

 

 


