
 
Music curriculum Statement 2015-16 

 
Aims 
 
At Norton Canes Primary Academy we aim to: 
 

• Develop children’s ability to listen to, and appreciate a wide variety of 
music, including that which has a specific purpose. 

• Provide opportunities for children to explore and express ideas and 
feelings about music in a variety of ways, for example through dance. 

• Explore a range of musical elements, for example: pitch, tempo and 
dynamics. 

• Encourage active involvement in creating and developing musical ideas 
using voices and instruments - both tuned and un-tuned. 

• Develop a sense of group identity and togetherness through composing, 
rehearsing and performing music with others, to an audience. 
 

 
The Music Curriculum 
 
Children are offered a balanced curriculum which builds on their knowledge, 
skills and understanding of music each year. Children leave Norton Canes with an 
appreciation of the joy of music, and the necessary skills to listen to, compose, 
perform and appraise musical pieces. 
 
During their early years the children will encounter a curriculum rich in 
opportunities to explore music, following the guidance in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage document. The children will be encouraged to listen to music 
and focus on how sounds can create feelings and ideas, as well as responding to 
musical stimuli though dance and movements. In addition, children will also 
create musical sounds of their own, through playing with musical instruments 
with increasing control and success. 
 
The emphasis on play and practical learning will feed into Key Stage 1, as Year 1 
and 2 children focus on listening carefully, and responding physically to, a wide 
range of music. They play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from 
memory, adding accompaniments and creating short compositions, with increasing 



confidence, imagination and control. They explore and enjoy how sounds and 
silence can create different moods and effects, 
 
In Key Stage 2, children sing songs and play instruments with increasing 
confidence, skill and expression, as well as with an increasing awareness of their 
own contribution to a group or class performance. They improvise, and develop 
their own musical compositions, in response to a variety of different stimuli with 
increasing personal involvement, independence and creativity. They explore their 
own thoughts and emotions through responding sensitively and intellectually, to a 
variety of music from different times, cultures and contexts. 
 
Suitable learning opportunities will be provided for all children with a range of 
abilities, by matching the challenge of the task, to the ability of the child, as 
well as effectively providing support as needed. 
 
Planning 
 
At Norton Canes Primary Academy, music is a foundation subject which is linked 
with our creative curriculum where possible. Planning highlights the skills the 
children need to acquire each year. 
 

• Long term plans identify learning objectives for each unit and show the 
progression from the Early Years to the end of KS2. All objectives are 
taken from the new curriculum.  

• Medium term plans show the mile stones that need to be covered each 
term. These are taken from the Chris Quigley skills.  

• Short term plans prepared by each teacher. They highlight the skills and 
objectives of the lesson, identify resources and show appropriate 
differentiation. They also indicate key questions. 

 
Assessment and Monitoring 
 
Teachers will make assessments of the children against the learning objectives 
and. Children are also encouraged to self, and peer assess. 
 
The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the teaching and learning in 
music lessons. 
 
 
Health and Safety 
 
The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. 


